
              

 
  

Invitation – Expert meeting and Public seminar 
‘Opportunities for diaspora engagement in humanitarian action in Africa’ 

 
Date: 24 June 2016 
Time: 9:30am – 17:00pm  
Venue: University of Leiden, Hague Campus, Stichthage Building, Koningin Julianaplein 10 , 2595 AA The Hague 

Room: LANGE VOORHOUT: 13.05 at The Hague Central Station. 

 
Introduction: The Centre for Collective Learning and Action (CCoLA), in partnership with the Migrant 
Consortium Against Ebola (MCAE) – and under the auspices of The Hague African Festival, will hold a one-day 
event: ‘Opportunities for diaspora engagement in humanitarian actions in Africa’. The day-long 
initiative is designed in two parts: 
 
 09:30 - 12:00 Expert meeting  
 14:00 - 17:00 Public seminar   
 
Purpose of the expert meeting: The purpose of the expert meeting is to share reflections on the recent 
Ebola crisis – particularly experiences of engaging the African diaspora in the Netherlands in humanitarian 
action. Input will come from several presentations, followed by a facilitated and analytical dialogue between 
gathered experts. The goal is to outline an analysis of lessons learned that can be relevant in planning for 
future engagement of the Diaspora.  
 
Participation and outcomes: The institutions and organizations invited to contribute to the expert meeting 
will include: (MCAE) - Africa in Motion, Sankoka, Sierra Leone Central Union, MoPADA, Medx-ehealth, ChildAid 
West Africa; CCoLA, African Studies Centre Leiden, representatives from the public and private sectors, 
knowledge institutes, NGOs and (I)NGOs who acted during the Ebola crisis. The outcomes of the expert 
meeting will accord with CCoLA’s commitment to ‘collective learning and action’. The expert meeting will be 
designed to consolidate the ‘learning’ element through reflection and analysis. All experts participating in 
the morning expert meeting are invited and encouraged to participate in the afternoon public 
seminar. (The purpose of the afternoon seminar is to move from reflection, analysis and learning to ‘action’ – 
by drafting an action plan for future diaspora engagement and involving a wider range of stakeholders.) 
 
Background information: A concept note explaining the rationale and motivation for this event is attached 
here. The day-long event is part of an ongoing initiative by CCoLA and partners to build capacity within the 
African diaspora in the Netherlands for partnering and collaboration between Africans here and in Africa. For 
further information, please contact: 
 
 Joseph Seh – j.seh@ccola.cc, phone: 06 28686492  

Melvina Abrahams – m.abrahams@ccola.cc, phone: 06 41902283 
 
Registration: Please confirm your participation in the expert meeting by emailing Joseph Seh, copy 
Melvina Abrahams. By confirming for the expert meeting, we will register you for the seminar. Participants in 
the expert meeting will be provided with lunch.  
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